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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September 
and December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every 
household on the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters 
Arms and the church.  We are always on the look out for news and 
articles. Please  email them to  mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 
01883 723231. 
Publishing Dates 2019/2020 
   Copy Date  Publishing Date 
     Autumn               25th September             4th October  
    Winter     4th December              10th December 
    Spring   20th March              30th March 2020 
    Summer               30th June              5th July 

Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £125;  ½ page £60;  ¼ 
page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver -  
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196 
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

Editorial
On Saturday 22nd June the sun shone as ordered.  It was the Chart Fair 
and the village turned out for a party.  The road was straw bailed off 
outside The Carpenters and St Andrew’s and from the pub to the church 
there were stalls offering you everything from books to bottle tombola, 
from bric-a-brac to Splat the Rat.  You could get tea and cakes at the 
village hall, ice cream from Mr Whippy, burgers from a van or from the 
Carpenters and of course beer from the pub.  Everyone and their dog 
had turned up, and every other dog had a rosette.  One of the best sights 
we saw was two mums and a great gaggle of children picking up a huge 
rope hawser and having a tug of war on the church lawn. 

We should be very grateful to the many many people who helped to 
organise and run the Fair.  They raised a lot of money (see page 8) but 
more than that the Fair was the chance to talk to your neighbours (and 
meet their mother, grandson, dog).  So thank you to everyone who made 
it such a special day. 

An Editor 

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
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The annual Limpsfield Chart Fair took place this year on the 22 June. 
After the recent heavy rain, the skies cleared and the sun came out and 
shone all day, adding to the festive spirit. Families attending, stall 
holders, organisers of the contests, events and entertainment all had a 
great day!  The Fair was opened by Mark Carter, Radio BBC  Radio 
Surrey presenter.  Mark’s wife and two children joined him and he 
stayed to draw the tickets in the Prize Draw. Gareth Morgan, 
Churchwarden at St Andrew’s Church, acted as MC and kept everyone 
informed of the key events.  Entry to the Fair cost £1 for adults. Children 
were free to avoid a  new requirement of Tandridge Council: payment of 
£400 for a Street-Trading licence! 

The Fair got off to a great start, after the official opening, with a 
presentation with a very impressive performance by two groups of  
young girls of the Surrey School of Dance. The sense of fun was 
increased by live music from Jane Werry and her Ukulele Band and a  
Spanish Group: Los Carreteros. 

The 2019 Fair was similar to last year’s fair in some ways with the stalls, 
events and activities all outside along Tally Road and Moorhouse Road 
and on the fringes of the Common owned by the National Trust. Again 
we attracted a wide variety of stall holders.  The Bottle Stall, always a 
popular contest, ran out of bottles! We encouraged local charities and 

A Glorious Village Fair
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clubs to attend. The Parish 
Council welcomed everyone for 
a chat at their stall, and the 
Westerham Society were signing 
up new members. The Friends 
of Limpsfield Common/NT 
were very busy, engaging the 
children in games to identify 

insects and elements of the food chain.  
The sense of commitment to a 
common effort between members of 
the Church and the local Community 
was reinforced by the generosity of 
Community members in donating 

plants and cakes for 
the very popular teas 
served on the grass 
o u t s i d e o f t h e 
Church Hall. The 
annual Dog Show 
proved as popular as 
e v e r w i t h m o r e 
c o m p e t i t o r s a n d 
many happy dogs 
sporting coloured 
rosettes. 
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We were delighted to offer 
more children’s activities this 
year. In addition to the ever-
popular Splat the Rat and 
Human Fruit Machine, there 
was a Coconut Shy, a Beat 
the Goalie Contest, a Golf 
Game and Titsey Rotary 
k i n d l y b r o u g h t t h e i r 
Unr ideab le Horse . The 
contest to guess the number 
of Balloons in a vintage car 
again produced 4 winners and 

substantially exceeded its  2018 fund raising record ! 

Our major sponsor, Platform Property, also provided two contests: a Lego 
challenge for children and an adult challenge to guess the price of a house 
with a prize for the winner of £100. 

We increased the range of food and drinks this year: the Carpenters Pub 
provided a BBQ on their patio and ran a stall selling refreshing glasses of 
Pimms.  A burger van offered veggie 
burgers and chips, and the teas and 
home-made cakes outside the Church 
Hall were popular. The decision of the 
Church catering team to offer cheese 
rolls and cakes to busy stall holders was 
very welcome! And, given the hot 
weather, the ice cream van did a roaring 
trade! 

As in 2018, we made a positive effort to 
raise the profile of the Fair with local 
companies through our own advertising 
and giving them an opportunity to 
advertise, using conventional advertising 
techniques and social media. We were 
greatly helped here by the two sponsors, 
Platform Properties, (who planted House 
for Sale Board in prominent places 
around the Chart, Kent Hatch Road and in 
Oxted, Hurst Green and Edenbridge with details of the Fair, and Chartfords 
Trees, who provided a full page advert in the Oxted Local magazine.  Rev. 
Wendy Harvey was persuaded to do a One Minute pitch on BBC Radio  
Surrey on the day before the Fair… and won top slot for our event! 



                                                     8

As in 2018, the Fair was planned and organised by members of  St Andrew’s 
Church and members of the Chart Community. Our aim was to work together 
to provide an enjoyable event, aimed primarily at Chart Residents. Again, this 
was reinforced by the commitment to share any resulting surplus 50/50 
between the Church and the Chart Community. It is understood that the 
projects being considered include a swing for the local playground and a Trim 
Trail near the cricket club. While the final numbers are not yet available, it 
looks as if the net surplus to be shared will be in excess of £3,500. When 
added to the £1,500 “earned” by the Community in 2018, this makes a tidy 
sum for the project of their eventual choice. 

The 2019 Fair was a great success. As one local Resident commented: “It 
really was a proper Village Fair. Lots to do and low tech. The highest tech was 
probably the Human Fruit Machine!” 

Such events do not just happen. We are grateful to the many people and 
organisations contributing to the success of the 2019 Chart Fair. This includes 
our sponsors, the donors and the many individuals and organisations who 
generously gave their services free of charge, including the Parish Council.  
Thanks are also due to the National Trust and the farmers who kindly provided 
the bales. Thanks are also due to all those who supported us and to the many 
volunteers who helped on the day. If you missed it, look out for us in 2020! 

Diana Davy 
Planning Group Convenor 
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To
ADVERTISE 

in the Chart News 
please contact 
Melanie Calver  

 01883 714196 or email 
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

A quarter  page only costs

£35
for four issues

 Half and full pages  pro rata
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Remembering Delani  
I was born at Swallowfield in Limpsfield and after 
the war, my parents (both born in South Africa) 
decided to return there. We went to live on a small 
dairy farm in Natal, near Pietermaritzburg, where 
we had a jersey herd. 
 
After I left school I worked for a few years in 
Johannesburg, and then I spent seven years in 
England. When I returned to South Africa, I set up a  
travel agency in Germiston, near Johannesburg, 
with a partner.  

My mother was, sadly, an invalid and when my 
father died very suddenly, I took over the running of the farm and still 
worked in Germiston. I drove between the two (approx. 350 miles) every 
fortnight!  

The cows were a great interest to me and I 
sold the milk and cream locally, many 
customers coming with their cans to the 
diary to buy milk. I took the heifers to the 
local agricultural show where we sometimes  
came home with a prize!  At that time I had 
a wonderful Zulu servant called Delani 
Dlamini who worked in the dairy, helped in 
the garden, and was also very handy with a 
paintbrush.  

Some years later, after my mother died and I 
had sold the farm and moved to a small 
house in the village, I bought a rather 
dilapidated house in Cape Town which needed a lot of ‘doing up’. I 
decided I could do most of it myself, with the help of Delani and the 
occasional builder. So Delani and I drove in my truck, (ladder, etc., 
strapped to the roof) down to Cape Town through the Karoo. It was the first 
time Delani had been out of Natal with its lovely rolling green hills, so the 
semi desert of the Karoo was very new to him. He found it strange that 
there was no one walking along the road. ‘Where are all the people’ he 
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asked, quizzically, after searching the horizons for signs of people. A little 
while later, when we came across a flock of ostriches, he suddenly 
exclaimed: ‘Look at those enormous chickens!’ It was definitely a new 
country for him.  

Cape Town was not easy as no one spoke  Zulu there and Delani’s English 
was very limited., but he managed. After a few weeks I realised that we 
should have a break so we flew back to Natal for a week. It was the first 
time Delani had been anywhere near an aeroplane let alone getting inside 
one, but he enjoyed the experience in spite of a lot of ‘knuckle cracking’.  

In 1992 I bought a cottage in Limpsfield Chart which needed some work 
and as I had been lent a house in which we could stay I decided I would 
bring Delani with me to help with the building works. The first problem 
was to get him a passport but that proved surprisingly easy.  Travelling was 
also relatively simple since Delani was now a seasoned air traveller! He 
was absolutely fascinated by the earphones and films on the international 
flight, though he was disappointed not to find a Zulu channel.  

When we arrived at Heathrow, Delani was grilled by immigration. He had 
very limited English so I, being reasonably fluent in Zulu, was the 
translator. I explained that he had been asked to accompany an elderly lady, 
(I was 56 then!) to 
move house and that, 
yes, he did have a 
r e t u r n t i c k e t a n d 
available funds. In 
those days a record of 
travellers cheques was 
in the passport, and I 
had paid him some 
money in advance. 
Then the immigration 
officer asked me what 
my relationship was 
with Delani. I said he 
was my companion, 
and both passports 
w e r e p r o m p t l y 
stamped. 
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Delani was a very good builder and he got on with the work at my little cottage 
without delay. He removed a fireplace, painted the walls, and did lots of some 
work in the garden. 

One day we visited London, by train, and Delani’s comment this time was ‘too 
many houses and too many people!’ He was fascinated by the Horse Guards 
riding down the Mall on their beautiful black horses. At Trafalgar Square he 
loved feeding the pigeons and then he plonked himself down between the paws 
of one of the lions for me to take his photograph. Later on we visited Madame 
Tussaud’s and Delani was very interested to see Nelson Mandela and 
Archbishop Tutu, but where was Chief Buthelezi?  I had to say that they were 
still making him! 

After a few weeks in England, Delani and I flew back to South Africa. As I 
would soon be returning to England, I wanted Delani to achieve his life’s 
ambition, to have a driving 
licence. So I organised some 
lessons and he took to driving 
like a duck to water, though 
perhaps he was a little careless 
with the rules of the road. After 
five attempts at the Driving Test 
he passed! Soon Delani got a 
job with an elderly couple, not 
only driving them but also 
doing some gardening, and he 
was very happy there. 

Sadly after a few years he 
succumbed to Aids, an illness 
which has affected millions of 
people throughout Africa. His 
family told me that he kept the 
photo of himself in Trafalgar 
Square in a prominent place.  I 
will certainly never forget him.  

Liz Roberts (assisted by JRF) 
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T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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The	75th	Anniversary	of	the	Italy	Campaign	

In April 2019 The Royal British 
Legion invited veterans of the Italy 
Campaign to join them on a journey of  
Remembrance to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the battles of 
Monte Cassino and Anzio.  On this 
very special occasion we (Pam and 
Brian) were lucky to have our son and 
daughter accompany us. 

We stayed at an hotel at Heathrow the 
night before an early start for our 
flight to Rome.  At Rome we met up 
with the rest of the party – 10 
veterans, 32 relatives and carers, two 
guides and a doctor.  We travelled by 
coach to Terracina to a typical Italian 
hotel as a base for the rest of the tour.   

We visited the cemeteries at Minturno and Anzio, including the Polish 
Memorial for the Polish veteran in our party.  We also visited the Abbey of 
Monte Cassino which has been wonderfully restored after complete 
destruction in February 1944. 

On the final day we went to the British Commonwealth Cemetery at 
Cassino for the Service of Remembrance.  This was attended by well over 
1,000 people, comprising contingents of Canadians, New Zealanders, South 
Africans, French and Americans.  It was a very emotional ceremony 
followed by the laying of wreaths.  My wreath was in memory of the 8th 
Indian Division.  This was followed by a reception given by the British 
Ambassador where I was  introduced to an Attaché of the Indian Embassy 
and they discussed the part played by the 8th Indian Division in the Italy 
Campaign (1943-1945). 

In the final evening at the hotel we had a gala dinner including a wonderful 
cake with the hotel’s thanks for freeing the town in the war.  We said a 
reluctant farewell to all the wonderful people in our party whom we had had 
the privilege of meeting. 

Brian	and	Pam	Longley	

Brian Longley with the Indian 
Military Attaché.
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Contact Nick Tappin on 01883 733841

Amaz!ng

The alphabest of  Ha-zelwood School

For details of the school’s forthcoming Open Days,  
please visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk

It’s the characters of  the pupils that  
make the school unique and special
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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FREE 
THOROUGBRED 
HORSE MANURE 

with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings etc. 

Collect from Limpsfield 
Chart, by wheel barrow or 

trailer, and take it home. It’s 
the best food available for 

your garden!  

0777 178 433 
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The Japanese have been doing it for centuries, possibly for millennia. They 
spend time in the forest, walking under trees, soaking up nature to fight 
diseases and mental stress. The Japanese now call it shinrin-yoku, literally 
forest bathing and it apparently has the power to counter illnesses from cancer 
and strokes to fighting depression. A chemical released by trees and plants 
called phytoncides apparently boosts the immune system and it is now 
incorporated into the country’s health programme. It doesn’t involve taking 
your clothes off or getting wet, unless it happens to be raining, and soon it 
could be prescribed by British doctors. 

The Woodland Trust is just one of the organisations which suggests that forest 
bathing should be among a range of non-medical treatments that will be 
hugely beneficial to patients’ well being. We are lucky enough in Limpsfield 
Chart to be surrounded by forests, or woods as we normally call them, and 
they offer the same benefits. The Woodland Trust’s Stuart Dainton was quoted 
in the newspapers this month as saying:  “Forest bathing is an opportunity for 
people to take time out, slow down and connect with nature.”  The National 
Trust is similarly interested, and they organise various Forest Bathing 
introductions at a small cost. The  next course is in September and details are 
on their website.  

Personally I am slightly amazed that our woods are as little used as they are. 
Go any day, any time of day and you are liable to see a few dog walkers and 
one or two people just meandering, maybe a horse rider and a couple of 
cyclists, but of the thousand people or more who live on the Chart, there is 
very little sign! They are certainly not engaged in shinrin-yoku. Go at the 
weekends and there is an occasional family but often they are people from  

Walking in the woods 
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED  

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

Paints • Wood Treatments 

Wallpapers • Fabrics • Blinds

Ladders & Steps

Brushes & Rollers

Everything decorating

A  F A M I LY  B U S I N E S S  W I T H  
O V E R  1 3 0  B R A N C H E S

27-33 Brighton Road   REDHILL RH1 6PF    
Tel 01737 764242  redhill@brewers.co.uk

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

PATTERN BOOKS ON FREE LOAN

AMPLE FREE PARKING
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Barman’s Choice
Henry Harris’ Austin 7 was filled with balloons  at the Chart Fair last year 
and people had to guess how many. The car will be back this year,  but the 
competition will be harder - by having balloons of different sizes!

afar, soaking up the phytoncides from our woods.  

The practice is certainly gaining ground. The Duchess of Cambridge is a 
fan, and the garden she designed for this year’s Chelsea Flower Show was 
apparently inspired by shinrin-yoku. We know Prince Charles has always 
been keen on communing with plants. The Royal Society for the Protection 
of birds is starting a whole series of forest bathing activities this year. 
Forestry England has endorsed the practice as a way of relieving the 
pressures of everyday life and regaining balance. 

Dr. Qing Li, author of Shinrin-Yoku: The Art and Science of Forest Bathing 
has conducted numerous studies in Japan and he says that shinrin-yoku is a 
preventative medicine rather than a treatment. People spend an increasing 
amount of their lives indoors, he says, but humans are designed to be 
connected to the natural world “to listen to the wind and taste the air.”   

Heathrow Airport published its masterplan for expansion in June at the same 
time as the Friends of Richmond Park published their physiologists’ report 
suggesting that low flying planes over the park (a national nature reserve)  
would damage people’s health. Dr. Alison Greenwood’s research indicated 
that two hours of ‘nature rambling’ significantly aided mental health. And 
there are few trees in the park!  

Forest bathing is more than just walking in the woods. Gary Evans, who set 
up the Forest Bathing Institution in the UK last year says “It is mindful 
time, spent under the canopy of trees. Move very slowly, touch the trees, 
look at colours and patterns and breathe deeply.” Evans says that after a 
slow start,  shinrin-yoku has really taken off in Britain. He addressed 40 
doctors at Frimley Park Hospital near Guildford last month and his Institute 
is training people to become shinrin-yoku guides.  

We are apparently 40 years behind the Japanese, but a lot of the research by 
King’s College, London and others does point to the blindingly obvious: 
walking in the woods is good for you. It must  depend on how serious you 
take walking. Certainly exposure to trees, the sky and birdsong is beneficial, 
if we are prepared to take it all in. Long walks in the woods can reduce 
blood pressure, lower cortisol levels and help concentration and memory. 
The advice from adherents of shinrin-yoku is always the same: Follow your 
body, let it be your guide. Listen to where it wants to take you and follow 
your nose. 

David Wickham
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CHIROPODIST 
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA. 

Health Professions Council Registered 
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

Ingledale Therapy Centre 
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE 

Appointments 07766 141179 

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft Conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied costumers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426

5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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!

H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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Bette Baker 
Those of us who regularly attend the 
10am Service at St Andrew’s will 
remember Bette sitting on the single 
pew at the back of the church where 
s h e w a s a b l e t o g r e e t t h e 
congregation with her lovely smile. 
We all knew Bette with her lovely 
flower arrangements which were 
normally to the left of the altar. Bette 
was involved with the Flower 

Committee and flower festivals for 
many years.  She loved the planning, the ordering and shopping for the flowers.   
Bette taught me flower arranging a long time ago and would always inspect her 
pupil’s arrangement after completion! Many of us know of Bette’s other talent 
as a painter, and since 2017 at the Christmas Bazaar in November a raffle or 
silent auction of her paintings raised £1305 for St Andrew’s Church. Another 
lasting memory of Bette is that she designed the bench that goes around the tree 
in the Memorial Garden.  Little is known of another talent of Bette’s – poetry.  
Here’s a sample:  

 Ah!  Cricket 
 Snatching forty winks upon the deck chair ‘neath the tree, 
 I was woken by the chorus ‘Howzat’, it’s time for tea. 
 I decided not to move, I was as comfy as could be, 
 So I lay there and reflected as I gazed up through the tree. 

 It seems like only yesterday we moved here to the Chart, 
 The kids were small; they didn’t want to move here from the start, 
 Our friends said ‘what a pity, your life is in the city, 
 Whatever will you find to do down there?” 

 ‘There aren’t any buses, any road signs, you’ll get lost, 
 Where’s the nearest school, its miles and miles across the course? 
 You’ll never last the month before you are back up here with us! 
 Not only that, there’s cows and things and smells – you’ll make a fuss’. 

 Ahh!  We’re out again, and batting too, I think. 
 It’s the pleasant sound of leather hitting willow makes me think 
 Of how lucky we have been for forty years to share the Chart, 
 It’s our little bit of heaven and we’ve loved it from the start. 

Bette, we thank you for all your talents which you gave to St Andrew’s and 
your neighbours. 

Brenda Pottle 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 

(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF 
01293 278326 

01883 620451 |  www.chezvous.co.uk  | 432 Limpsfield Road, Warlingham CR6 9LA   

‘Certificate of Excellence 2019’ Hardens 
‘Certificate of Excellence 2018’ Tripadvisor 

‘Hotel of the Year 2017’ Les Routiers 

BOOK NOW!  
Sunday Lunch  

Set price 

Menu changes weekly!  
2 courses £24.75 or 3 courses £29.95 

 

2 for 1  
PRIX FIXE  

3 course DINNER* 
*Tues-Thur Evening 
*Normally £44.95 

*Quote PF241  
* 

2 for 1 
5-COURSE 

MENU*   
*FRIDAY Evenings  
Set Tasting Menu   
*Normally £65 pp 

 

BOOK NOW !
Please mention 

this advert  
when booking!  

01883  
620451 

LUNCH  
3-Course Prix Fixe 

£19.50* 
*Tues-Fri LUNCH  

*Quote CVLUNCH  
on booking 
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The summer months are an ideal time to take a walk from the Chart. Here 
is a 2.5 mile walk with almost no ascent that will take you down to the 
nearby town of Westerham. 

Take the public footpath from Moorhouse Road opposite Tally Road and 
marked as the Greensand Way, after 250 yards bear left. Follow the path 
for about 2/3 mile, going over three broad cross-tracks. Bear left at the 
next junction and continue to a meeting of six tracks at the county 
boundary. Here there is a large stone with a Greensand Way plaque, 
marking the half way point of this long distance footpath. With the stone 
marker immediately on your left, take the track ahead between houses to 
the road at Goodley Stock.    Cross the road to the track opposite , turning 
left at the T junction and follow this through the Squerrey’s Estate until 
reaching the end of the wood, where there is a cross track. Cross over and 
take the footpath that goes across fields and then descends with Westerham 
below. At the bottom of the hill pass a house on left and just before the 
River Darent, turn right, following the path with the river on your left until 
you reach a cross path. Turn left here and follow the path up to the A25 
opposite the Green at Westerham and the statues of General Wolfe and 
Winston Churchill. You now deserve well earned refreshment at one of the 
many cafes or pubs in the town before returning on the 594 bus back to the 
Chart. 

If you enjoy walking, then East Surrey Walkers probably have a walk to 
suit you. There are 6 walks every week with a variety of lengths and paces. 
The walks programme can be viewed at www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk. 

Tony Pearson 

Walking to Westerham

http://www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk
http://www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk
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We had a fairly straight forward 
lambing this year, other than 
slightly more cases of mastitis. 
This resulted in up to eight 
lambs having to be bottle fed. 
The milk powder we use now is 
so much better than a few years 
ago. It is very easy to mix hot 
or cold and the lambs do 
incredibly on it. I am trying to 
build up the Wiltshire Horn 
numbers as they are excellent 
mothe r s , have ve ry f ew 
problems at lambing and they 
shed their fleece. As soon as the 
weather warms up patches of 
wool drop off giving the 
impression there is some skin 
p r o b l e m , b u t t h i s i s a 
characteristic of the breed. 

Haymaking has started at long last. The hay swards have really bulked up 
over the last few months. It is always preferable to make as much hay as 
possible before harvest, because it’s tricky trying to do both at the same 
time. Harvest should be around a month away now for us, as the Winter 
Wheat [still standing after the thunderstorms] will be ready to combine, 
followed by the Spring Barley towards the end of August and finally the 
Lupins at the end of August. It has been a very good growing year so far and 
a final few weeks of sunshine would be ideal. 

The Turkey chicks arrive on July 8th this year. They are all one day old when 
they are delivered to us, so it is critical that they are kept at a temperature of 
around 30 degrees centigrade and continual light for the first 48 hours, as 
they need to find the food and water as quickly as possible. After 2 weeks 
the thermostat can be gradually reduced, so by the third week they will be 
strong enough to cope without any extra heat.  

Production standards of food are at the very heart of the Brexit debate. If we 
leave without a deal will our renowned high standards be undermined? It is 
highly possible the UK could allow imported food that has been produced to 

  Stockenden Farm Diary
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lesser standards. A trade policy not respecting UK standards risks exposing 
consumers to possibly unsafe food or food produced in a way they would 
not be happy about. 

Countries are able to set their own standards. At a World Trade 
Organisation level, if an exporting country can demonstrate that the 
measures applied to its exports afford the same level of health protection as 
in the importing country, then the importing country is expected to accept 
the exporting country’s standards and methods.  However, countries can use 
different methods of inspecting and testing and so can apply different 
standards which leads to much debate between countries over respective 
systems and the amount of protection they give. Hopefully all will become 
clearer in the near future when we know what sort of deal is achieved.  

Tony Wilkins 
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Cricket -  
the Big Contest! 
Sunday 30 June saw the third year of our 
annual cricket festival featuring teams 
from the Club, the Church and Titsey 
Estate. The sun was shining, to the great 
offence of our Antipedion members we 
didn't let them near the BBQ and the 
Church came up trumps with the cakes 
as usual, special mention to the baker of 

the Mary Berry Mocha Cake...it got more attention than any of the cricket! It 
was all change in terms of the tournament rules. Rather than playing T20 
matches we trialled the new ECB100 format which is 100 balls.  

The day started with the Cricket Club versus Titsey Estate. Titsey posted what 
looked like a competitive 95 runs with Harvey New top scoring with 28* for 
Titsey and Ashraful Talukdar who took six wickets for nine runs for the 
Cricket Club. In reply the Cricket Club cruised home with fifty balls to spare, 
Jens Richardson 27* and Richard Hilson 25* top scoring.  

The second game of the day featured the Cricket Club versus the Church. The 
Cricket Club posted a daunting 148 despite a very fiery spell of pace bowling 
from Thomas Probert who took two wickets, Jason Cummings top scored 
with 27* for the Cricket Club. In reply the Church mustered a respectable 
109, Thomas Probert capping a fine all-round display with 29* for the 
Church.  James Cordery and I took a couple wickets a piece for the Chart to 
keep the Church below the required rate.  

The final game of the day was a real nail biter for the large crowd of 
spectators. Batting first, the Church scored 112 with Richard Calver 28* and 
Martin Phillips 25* the main run scorers. In reply Titsey scraped over the line 
with three balls to spare with Hugh Innes and Tom Chatfield both scoring 26* 
but it was left to George Peters to remain calm under pressure to score the 
winning boundary, a delicate late cut with three balls to spare.  

So after winning the tournament the first two years in a row the Church 
couldn't make it three in a row, the Cricket Club coming up trumps this year.  

Pete O’Rourke 
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       SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 

x 15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall. 

x 6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).   
x Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis. 

x Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes. 

x Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports. 
x Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates. 

Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk   Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk 

Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH         Tel. 01883 714079 
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY 

5th July 2019 to 4th October 2019 
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to serve our locality.  
Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or Revd Ruth Rainbird 
about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters. 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Sunday 8am Said Eucharist      10am Sung Eucharist with hymns 
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in the month 
the service is especially child friendly.  There are always activities at the back of the 
Church for the children. 
Monday                                      6pm to 6.45pm Meditation Group  
Wednesday                                9am Morning Prayer  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.30 – 4.30 
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and  
songs in the Church.  This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their 
parents.  30th September, 21st October 

EVENTS 
Community Hearing Aid Clinic St Andrew’s Hall 

First Wednesday in the month 11am to 12 noon 
4th September, 2nd October (no clinic in August) 

August Teas Sunday 4,11,18,25 from 3pm to 5pm 
Songs of Praise Sunday 18th August at 5.30pm 

Quiz night Saturday 14th September 
Bazaar Saturday 9th November 

SERVICES 
Sunday 1st September             10am Pet Service  
6th October                               10am Harvest Festival 

REGISTER 
19th May  Baptism of Reggie and Albie Collins 
8th June  Wedding of Jemima Ferguson and Ed Legg 
23rd June   Baptism of Skye and  Sasha Garry 
30th June  Baptism of Rebecca Elizabeth Hope Arrick 
3rd August            Wedding of Samantha Bicknell and Paul Pentecost 
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The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an 
editorial board of four, professional proof readers and 
numerous helpers who deliver the copies and do the most 
valuable job of all. We also have a first rate and very 
helpful printer.  Many thanks to all of them.

WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S 

Minister in Charge Revd Wendy Harvey       01883 723153 
Team Rector  Revd James Percival  01883 712512 
Team Vicar  Revd Vincent Short  01959 577289 
Honorary Curate Revd Ruth Rainbird  01883 713683 
Reader   Dr Sue Compton  01883 730522 
Church wardens              Diana Davy   01883 714282 
   Gareth Morgan   01883 712894 
Treasurer  Melanie Calver    01883 714196 
PCC Secretary  Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Captain of Bells  Ian Day    01959 561691 
Choir   Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Cleaning Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Church flowers  Shanie Kirkwood  01883 722107 
Church Garden  Bruce Buckingham  01732 864276 
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle   01883 715980  
Good Neighbours Elizabeth Roberts  01883 722369 
Organisers  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Health & Safety Off.      John Davy   01883 714282 
Organists  Melanie Calver   01883 714196 

Jim Cessford   01883 717100 
   Mary McGregor  01883 723257 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
   Tony Wiltshire   01959 524887 
Sacristan  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke  01883 723289 
   Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
St Andrew’s Hall Lorna Tooth   01883 730310 
Bookings  lornahursfield@yahoo.co.uk 
Team Communications Caroline Campbell  01883 712512 
 Administrator  comms@lltm.org.uk 

mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
mailto:lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
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Priest’s Letter

This summer on the Chart; a kaleidoscope of peak experiences, large 
local weddings, joyous family christenings, the best ever Chart Fair with 
live music and residents and church all working and playing together, 
the sunlit cricket match where the Club thoroughly defeated both Titsey 
and the Chubs who finally ended up in third place; the children’s 
expedition and picnic in the woods led by Mark Richards with bugs and 
flowers and ants; haymaking in the fields, nightingales singing, owls 
hunting, tennis to come and women’s football.  All moments to make us 
smile; all, it seems to me, bridges to heaven. 

In Midsummer’s Night Dream, Shakespeare describes poetry as a 
bridge, ‘the poet’s eye doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to 
heaven and, as imagination bodies forth the form of things unknown, the 
poet’s pen gives to airy nothing a local habitation and a name’. 

Just so these snapshots of our summer days, those brave new couples, 
the darling babies with their wetted heads, the games and joy of being 
together, being community whether winning or losing, the green 
splendour of the woods and the wonder of the world around us.  Such 
simple pleasures yet bringing forth the joy of that eternal heart that 
holds us and cherishes us, that heart that chose to be bodied forth and 
dwell among us. 

I pray that these bridges of new lives together, new starts in life, of 
friendships,  games and of wonder will carry us over the sometimes 
troubled waters of our lives to a place where we can see far across the 
fields, way beyond the Ashdown Forest, to a new and more lovely 
horizon, that place that makes us smile. 

Happy Summertime to you all 

Wendy 
(07973 428683) 
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Gardening Notes 
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Kari Pridden

the High Street later to the Manor House School next to St Peter’s 
Church. 

Nana was a devout Anglican and prayers at bedtime were a ritual, 
always related to the daily happenings in my life, with earnest 
petitions for the needs of animals and humans alike.  My parents 
were not church-goers (except for rites of passage) and I do not recall 
very early experiences of going to church.  Chartwell geographically 
lies in the parish of Crockham Hill, but inasmuch as parochial 
matters impinged on our family’s life we regarded beautiful Norman 
St Mary’s, Westerham as ‘our’ church.  But in 1930 a very 
remarkable priest, Melville Williams, aged forty, with his charming 
selfless wife Mary and their large and growing family came to be 
priest-in-charge at St Andrew’s, a modern church (the present 
building dating from 1896) in Limpsfield Chart, a village a few miles 
from Chartwell.   

Melville Williams had fought in the Great War and then served in 
India, reaching the rank of Captain; he had entered Holy Orders after 
retiring from the army.  A dedicated priest, a brilliant communicator 
and a dynamic personality, he soon made waves throughout and 
beyond the scattered community which was his charge.  Nana heard 
about the lively children’s services he held on Sunday afternoons, to 
which children from far and wide soon flocked.  For five years of his 
time at St Andrew’s ‘Father Bill’ as he was unstuffily known, was to 
have a profound influence on me, for which I have ever been 

Mary Soames 
and St Andrew’s 
Looking through the St Andrew’s 
archives, John Raymer found 
this extract from Mary Soames’ 
biography.  Mary Soames was 
Winston Churchill’s youngest 
daughter and was brought up at 
Chartwell.  As you will see she 
h a d a l o n g a n d l a s t i n g 
connection with the Chart.  
Mary started her schooling in 
1929 at Irwin House, a small 
school in Limpsfield, moving up
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grateful.  Mr Williams had a great feel for language – reflecting his 
Welsh background – for choral music and congregational singing.  
And, of course, at that time the language of the liturgy was that of the 
1662 Book of Common Prayer.  Now we must accept the amiable 
banality of the successive newer forms of worship, where the search to 
supply ‘something for everyone’ has resulted in reams of unmemorable 
language and a book of Common Worship which is almost impossible 
to find one’s way about. 

A great feature of St Andrew’s church life became the yearly Nativity 
play, written, produced and directed by Mr Williams.  Performed for 
several successive nights, this ambitious project engaged the 
enthusiasm and involvement of our congregation, and many people 
were drafted in to help with specialised skills in carpentry, stage 
lighting, and costumes and so on.  A fruitful recruiting ground for 
helpers was the bar at the Carpenters Arms, the popular pub in 
Limpsfield Chart. 

The scenes of the Nativity were depicted on a large stage covering the 
whole area of the choir, and were introduced by a mother reading the 
Christmas story to her children at bedtime.  During the three or four 
years this play was performed the younger cast members were 
promoted from the listening children or shepherd boys on the hill to 
more prominent roles, according to the rate of individual growth or 
talent.  Thus I progressed from the smallest child to the older, rather 
bossy one – who was always putting others in their place – and then to 
the innkeeper’s daughter.  Mr Williams was, I think, the sole arbiter of 
casting, and some of the lead parts revealed unexpected talent in 
normally quite unremarkable members of the congregation.  I 
remember a thrilling, rather fierce Gabriel, a horrendously frightening 
Herod, and a wonderfully pompous High Priest Zachariah (who 
usually read the Old Testament lessons at Matins, had a double-
barrelled name and didn’t have to act at all).  The Virgin Mary was 
acted by a different girl every year and in 1935, the last year the play 
was performed, I was chosen for the role. 

It was during these St Andrew’s years that I made some life-lasting 
friends.  I got to know the Williams children very well:  when they 
came to Limpsfield they were five strong, soon to become six with the 
arrival of Jane.  The seventh and youngest Veronica, born after Mr 
Williams had moved to another parish, was to become my god-
daughter.  In this wonderfully lively family group I naturally gravitated 
to those around my own age, my immediate contemporaries being 
Nancy and David – I was generally more at ease with girls than boys, 
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

who rather alarmed me, and to the gaggle of Williams brothers I think I 
must have seemed a rather odd, prissy little creature.  It was very salutary 
for me, brought up virtually as an only child, to experience the rough and 
tumble of parsonage family life.  Ma Williams was very sweet to me and 
allowed me to help her in the kitchen, where I became quite good at 
making jellies and large quantities of Birds Custard. 

At this time also Mrs Saunders and her two daughters, Betty and Eve, came 
into my life.  Margaret Saunders was a rich widow whose largish house and 
garden gave on to the Golf Course at Limpsfield Chart.  Betty and I were 
the same age and Eve was four years younger.  Betty was dark haired, plain 
and partly disabled down her right side from a paralysis sustained at the 
time of her birth, but she was plucky and tenacious and managed to keep 
up with her sister and me pretty well, though the sheer effort of doing so 
made her somewhat dour.  Eve – in striking contrast was a pretty, blonde, 
blue-eyed, fairy-like figure, with an easy-going, fun-loving disposition.  
The girls and I became friends, and I was often asked to Ballards Mead, 
with or without Nana.  Although she was kindness itself, Mrs Saunders 
somewhat alarmed me.  She had very shiny round glasses and a loud voice, 
and seemed to fill whatever room she was in.  She genuinely loved music 
and participated enthusiastically in church (always having a large hymn 
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book with the tunes in it, which greatly impressed me) but her voice 
had a strange wobble to it which was quite embarrassing if one was in 
the pew in front of her.  She was immensely hospitable, and her house 
always seemed full of people – including a stream of young overseas 
servicemen and women whom she had to stay under the auspices of a 
hospitality organisation.  A few years on, Eve would marry one of 
them; a charming, good-looking officer of the Royal Canadian Navy 
who swept her off to Canada soon after the war. 

I had a great deal of fun with Betty and Eve, the Williamses, and other 
local children of our age group.  Usually organised by Mrs Saunders 
and Nana between them, we had picnics and skating expeditions to the 
ice rink at Purley, as well as much larking about in the Ballards Mead 
garden. 

In 1996 Mary Soames was invited to the Centenary celebrations of St 
Andrew’s when she opened the special exhibition in the hall. 

The staging of the Nativity plays mentioned above necessitated a long 
bar to support curtains behind the Chancel arch on brackets.  These 
were only taken down in recent years.  The Lady Chapel was originally 
furnished by Margaret Sunders. 
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Book Review 
In the last issue we carried an 
article by Mike Pocock, telling  
how he had met some Americans 
who were carrying their friend, 
Kevin Chandler, round Europe in a 
specially made back-pack. It was a 
story of triumph and love between 
soul mates. Now Kevan has written 
a book about his adventures  and it 
includes a section on visiting China 
the following year.  Here’s a review. 

Our article only told half the story. 
Kevan Chandler has sp inal 
muscular dystrophy and although 
he is remarkably independent he 
does require assistance with 
bathing and going to the loo, as 
well as simply moving about. 
Going away for three weeks 

requires a degree of assistance which many would balk at, but not Kevan’s 
friends. They suggested they could take Kevan, on their backs, around 
Europe and Kevan thought carefully about it and then leapt at the chance. 
Seeing the world from high up, above the head height of his tall friends 
rather than low down from his motorised wheel chair, becomes a terrific 
focus for the book, and one which most able bodied people may not have 
appreciated before reading.  As well as the view, Kevan was able to go to 
places to which his wheel chair would have been completely unable to 
penetrate.  

One such locale are the up hill and down dale walks on muddy and stony 
ground which surround this area, and where Kevan and his team first came 
into contact with Mike, who had been corresponding by email with them 
in America before they started. The walks were no mean achievement 
even for the very fittest of friends with Kevan’s weight on their backs, so 
the team did quite a bit of practising before they started.  Mike volunteered  
his share of carrying as well, and one of the features of the book are the 
asides with the views of others in the party. In one of these, Mike explains 
how heavy Kevan could be, but what a joy he was to carry! 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
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Local swimming pool (and spa) care service.

• Spring Start up.
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• Routine service.
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Phil Davies B.Sc  

phil@hillssparklingpools.uk,      07947313355      01883 500848

The Lodge,                                                                    www.hillssparklingpools.uk
Itchingwood Common rd

Limpsfield

Surrey  RH8 0RJ 
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It is a very well written book: Kevan has a degree in counselling from 
John Wesley College, he’s the lead singer in a metal band, he has a 
lasting fascination with J. M. Barrie and Peter Pan (who features quite 
heavily in the book!),  he speaks worldwide about his unique life with a 
disability and has written several other books, but none are so personal 
as this. This volume spells out the joys and the difficulties of the journey 
in an imaginary and graphic way. The group were obviously all 
committed Christians and there is quite a lot about God, but even the 
Almighty does not detract from the superb scene setting in the book, 
describing some areas I know well and many others that I don’t know at 
all,  with wit and imagery. 

One of the highlights of the book is the visit to the ancient  monastery in 
Ireland, at Skellig Michael. Here the terrain was rather steeper than the 
Pilgrim’s Way and the story  conveyed on the page is breathtaking. 

When the team returned to America, Kevan had the idea of repeating the 
journey in China, and taking some of the back packs - specially made by 
a leading sports company - with them to offer to people who might 
benefit from the unique experience. There is a very moving piece at the 
end of the book when a little girl with a similar affliction to Kevan tries 
the back pack for the first time.  It is a lesson to every able bodied 
person to read about some of the problems which the less well able deal 
with every day of their lives.  

The book offers a terrific insight into the lands around here, which 
feature quite strongly.  It is also an inspiration to everyone - all those 
who claim to be ‘friends’ but can’t see what true friendship means, and 
anyone who has a disability of any kind but can’t manage it without 
undue complaint.  

David Wickham. 
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David Gresham HouseTHIS AUTUMN
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss, 
Depression, Eating Disorders, low Self-
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07507 602744 
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National Trust – Lead Ranger’s Report 
During the summer months last year you may have spotted or even had a 
chat with a person with a large fishing net swooping it over areas of 
heather on the common. This person was Graeme Lyons, an ecologist who 
we commissioned to carry out a detailed biological survey of the common 
for us as the last similar survey was carried out in 1997, over twenty years 
ago, and it is amazing what can change in regards to nature over this  
period. Even though to many people discovering small insects and 
invertebrates may not seem that exciting, these insects and invertebrates 
are key indicators on the condition of the habitat. A total of 773 species 
were recorded during the survey, 446 of which were invertebrates. Twenty 
four of these invertebrates were known to have conservation status which 
included ten scarce heathland specialist invertebrates, many of which 
require short, dry grassland, deadwood, heather and/or flowers to survive, 
typical lowland heathland. This is what Limpsfield Common mainly 
consisted of seventy five to hundred years ago but with the disappearance 
of these open areas, due to the changes in how the common is used, the 
potential habitat for these scarcer species is becoming very limited. From 
a plus point though, the fact that these species are still surviving, even in 
limited numbers, means that it is not too late to stop the disappearance of 
the remaining areas of heathland and even look at the potential 
opportunities to expand them long term. 

Now that we have got a very detailed biological survey, which highlighted 
some key management recommendations that we need to act on as a 
priority, including improving the condition of the surviving areas of 
lowland heath and acid grassland (priority habitat), it gives us the 
opportunity to look at the long term conservation management for the 
common.  So later this year we will be working with Graeme Lyons who 
is going to write us a conservation management plan for the common, 
taking in all the aspects of the common, including the heathland areas, 
woodlands and grassland areas as well as the visitor access to the 
common. This management plan will allow us to focus our efforts on 
ensuring that when the next biological survey is carried out we see an 
increase in species numbers especially the more scarce ones. 

Mark Richards 07770 887679 



                                                     45

 

The Building Professional 
Mark Elliott  FCIOB   

 30 Years Construction Experience  
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions 

Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms 
 

Call Mark for a Fast  Friendly Service  

 Telephone:  01883  348579    Mobi le :  07966  588985  

 
thebui ld ingpro fess ion al@gmai l .co m  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom Interiors by Morag 

x Handmade curtains and blinds to 
the highest quality finish 

x Designer cushions and throws to 
compliment and lift your existing 
scheme 

x Help with your fabric selection and 
a full interior design service to 
give you the look you’ll love 

x Full decorating service 
x Full and part project management 

for house renovations, extensions 
and room updates 

Full and part  

Tel No.  
01883 722283 

     Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG 

Tel No. 
01883 
722283 
Mobile 

0777 394 
0422 

www.mora
g-

interiors.
co.uk  
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This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in 
touch if you have anything you want to write 
about, boast about, complain about, comment 
about, or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay, on 
0 1 8 8 3 7 2 3 2 3 1 o r b y e m a i l : 
mackay717@btinternet .com or David 
W i c k h a m o n 0 1 8 8 3 6 5 2 1 1 3 o r 
dwickham@indimage.com 

WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189) 

We are well known by many customers for skilled work 
in the caning of chairs, Upholstery and seagrassing.  We 
also carry out a variety of repairs as well as being very 
handy with a needle and thread. 

The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer 
and Christmas.  We are delighted to have visitors and 
we are always looking for new members, young and old 
alike.  Why not come and see what we have to offer – if 
transport is a problem call our Manager on the number 
above and we will try to help. 

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
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GARDENERS/CLEANERS  READY FOR HOLIDAYS? 
 
Experienced Handy Man    SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition 
 
Small jobs, gardening, cleaning    One to one £10.00 an hour, 
Local Limpsfield Village    small groups (3 or less) £25.00/3h 
 
£10.00 an hour     Including free lunch for small groups 
 
Eduardo / Christopher    Spanish Football lessons for kids too! 
 
07814 439947     £7 hour Eduardo/Christopher 
 
 
Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com  Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com 
  

07814	39947 

 

WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 
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Limpsfield Chart Local Committee (LCLC ) as being a conduit between the 
National Trust and local people.  To enable this to work effectively we have 
been updating the Terms of Reference for the NT & LCLC so we share the 
same expectations and outcomes.  To facilitate this we have moved our 
financial end of year to February in line with the NT, and our Annual Public 
Meeting to September so we tally with their administrative year and will 
have more information available from them.

The APM, open to all but especially the Friends of Limpsfield Common, 
the Volunteers and local residents, is your chance to see what has happened 
over the year and the plans for the future.  This year it is at St. Andfrew’s 
Hall on September 25th at 7pm for refreshments with business starting at 
7.30pm.  As well as my report, a financial report and the Rangers' report we 
have James Power, NT Regional Wildlife Adviser, as our speaker talking 
about  our  ten  year  plan  (from  2020)  using  the  surveys  the  committee 
commissioned that reported in 2019.  We will also take questions from the 

Limpsfield Common Local Committee
I  have  been  Chairman  of 
this  committee  for  a  year 
now  and  it  has  been  the 
usual  mixture  of  pleasure 
and  pain!   Nine  local 
residents meet with the NT 
Rangers four times a year to 
represent  the  views  of 
residents  of  the  Chart  and 
visitors to it.

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
living on the Chart for seven 
years,  but  since  taking  on 
this  role  I  have  learnt  so 
much  more  about  the 
history, customs and wildlife 
of  this  area  and  I  am 
passionate about conserving 
as  many  aspects  as  are 
compatible with modern day 
living. 

We see the purpose of the 
Mandie Jones  (centre) on the LCLC     
stand at the Chart Fair
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                        http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk 

Manager Eloise Wardlaw is now firmly established in the Carpenters, as the 
property is put up for sale. It might remain a pub, and the owners are 
hopeful that it can remain a village pub. For the moment, Eloise offers you 
a warm welcome this Summer with great menus to tempt you. Carpenters 
Arms’ food focusses on locally-produced ingredients with a selection of 
favourite British dishes with a modern European twist, They also make a 
great cup of coffee available at any time of the day. 

Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events! Whether it's an 
intimate gathering for a handful of people or an extra-special party for up to 
140 guests in our Garden Room, give us a call on 01883 722209 to find out 
what we can do for you. Or request a table online. 

Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!  
We’re looking forward to it. 

http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

floor. Friends of Limpsfield Common (forms in the Limpsfield Stores) will 
from  now  on  also  receive  a  newsletter  after  each  of  our  meetings, 
containing the Ranger’s  report.  We would like to run more events such as 
walks, a photo competition, picnics etc.  We have had a stall at both local 
fairs recently (the photo shows the Chart Fair) and this enabled  some of us 
to meet new residents and some old faces.  However we need your ideas to 
ensure that what we organise is what you want.

Another big idea we are working on is republishing Shirley Corke's book on 
the Limpsfield Commons, first published in 1996.  A complete history of the 
common land, the text remains the same, but with modern printing methods 
we can update the illustrations and add a new chapter on the NT era.  The 
author's daughter, Emma Corke, is very enthusiastic about the project and 
being most helpful.  Hopefully we will have a lot more information at the 
APM. If you wish to contact me about any aspect of this brief description of 
our work, my email is mandiejjones@yahoo.co.uk. I look forward to seeing 
you in September.

Mandie Jones
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES 

Ltd 

Specialising in 
Professional Garden Design & Construction 

www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk 
01732 700199 

Company Reg No. 4151818 
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL

FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779

OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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Gardening Notes 
When the garden started to revive after winter, we were battling with a 
surge of hairy bittercress in Margaret's borders.  It's a wonder that the 
cultivated plants are not completely smothered.  Perennials are possibly the 
hardest plants to manage, particularly because they disappear from view in 
winter and then the weeds seem to steal a march on them.  Every year, bind 
weed reappears in the rose beds and every year we dig up lots of the 
distinctive white root, knowing that you only need to leave a fragment and 
it is sure to revive – usually once the roses are in full flower and there it is 
entwined and sniggering at you.   

The labels, if left on your coveted plants, have often disappeared during the 
winter, or if not, have travelled and no longer tally with the stalks next to 
them.  And are you, like me, completely unable to recall their purchase.  
Margaret has a drawer full of labels.  We had long ago stopped leaving the 
label on the plant and instead, made a map showing what was planted 
where, (and a new notebook for recording only purchases and where 
planted - we'll see if that system works better than the map).  Now, these 
labels act as an epitaph to long lost aspirations!  All I can say, is that we 
have enjoyed many happy outings to purchase plants, often as part of a 
garden visit.  Much perusing and discussing of possibilities.  So much 
pleasure, in fact, that the purchase and possible subsequent loss of said 
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purchase almost becomes irrelevant.  It is better to have loved and lost 
than never to have loved at all! 

In the picture with the Cornus tree, is a Euphorbia, commonly called 
Spurge, and known for the lime green inflorescences and milky white sap 
that causes allergic reaction in some.  Gloves should be worn to handle/
prune them, but they are very useful plants to have in the garden.  The 
lime green colour is most startling on the variety “polychroma” but 
unfortunately, it only lasts about two weeks.   

So, how was Spring in your garden.....having beaten back the hairy 
bittercress, the borders were looking lush in April.  May was cold and held 
things back.  June landed with a solid splash that trashed most flowers, 
especially bedding plants, and the weeds LOVED it.  In fact, ever so 
suddenly there was sticky william and dock and fat hen and buttercup and 
chickweed and uncle tom cobbly and all!  And not enough hours in the 
day to tackle it.   

It's easy for the avid gardener to become a bit dispirited when this 
happens.  Take yourself off to an open garden for some inspiration.  In  
May/June, the 'Well, blow me down” plant is Cornus, the American 
dogwood.  It really is a stunningly beautiful tree.  So under-used in private 
gardens.  The tree is so covered in flower, you can barely see the foliage, 
which may be considered a good thing, as the leaves tend to be pendent 
and look wilted.  The showy bit of the flower is actually the bract, as it is 
in Hydrangeas, and attactive red fruits form after the flowers.  Add good 
autumn colour and you have a star performer for your garden.   

It's been a difficult season for vegetables too.  If your seedlings weren't 
trashed by all the wet and windy weather, the slugs/birds/insects murdered 
them.  It's kind of comforting to know that Gilbert White, writing in the 
18th century, bemoans on June 14th, “White butterflies innumerable: woe 
to the cabbages!”.  In 2019, I think the butterflies have drowned! 

So here's hoping that summer re-emerges after its brief showing. 

Emily Tawse 
gardeneye@outlook.com 
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Chart Events 

August Teas at St Andrew’s.  Please come and join St Andrew’s for tea 
and homemade cake and scones every Sunday afternoon in August, from 
3pm to 5pm in the garden, but otherwise in the village hall. 

National Trust Friends of Limpsfield Common.   25th September the 
Annual General Meeting at 7pm in St Andrew’s Hall.   Refreshments at 
7pm before starting at 7.30pm with a talk by James Power, National Trust 
Regional Wildlife Advisor on the ten year plan for the Common. 

Ride or Stride round the local churches in aid of the Surrey Churches 
Fund.  Saturday, 14th September.  Details from Duncan Ferguson 723235. 

Quiz Night with quiz master Mike Banting in St Andrew’s Hall,  also on 
Saturday, 14th September. 

Harvest Lunch Sunday, 6th October in St Andrew’s Hall. 
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Chart Advertising 
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to 
cover its costs.  Please support our advertisers, and let 
them know about Chart News whenever you use them or 
buy their services.  

We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are 
very reasonable.  Please help by encouraging new 
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your	LOCAL	Community	Shop	
(established	in	2000	by	local	residents)  

Whether	you’d	like	to	become	a	new	member,	interested	in	becoming	
a	volunteer	or	want	to	come	in	to	shop,	we'd	love	to	see	you.	But	
come	and	support	us.	

Monday	to	Friday:	7.30am	–	5.30pm	

Saturday:		8.00am	–	12.30pm	
Sunday:		8.00	am		-	12.00	pm	(Post	Office	closed)	

Drop	in,	call	01883	713306	or	visit	www.limpsfield	stores.co.uk

•	Post	Office	
•	Fresh	Produce	
•	Groceries		
•	Newsagent		
•	StaOonery		
•	Household	supplies
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The Chart Interview

Bernie Hawkins Rusby
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It soon became clear from my interview with Berni Hawkins Rusby at 
her house on the Chart that she had received a very good education in 
the university of life. Her story should be an inspiration to youngsters 
with little idea of what they want to do in life or find it difficult to 
motivate themselves to go out there and do something worthwhile for 
themselves and others. She was brought to my attention by a memorable 
speech she gave in the winter to the Chart Ladies dinner and my 
impressions of her lived up to the billing. 

Berni was brought up in Biggin Hill in a large and loving family, but she 
was a serial under performer at school, emerging with just four O/
Levels, not a good advertisement for a school which clearly did not 
stimulate her. She claims to have been bored at school, preferring to be 
active outside and decided that the Army was the place for her. She 
managed to win a place at Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst as an 
officer cadet in 1989 at the age of eighteen, no mean feat given her 
gender, her lack of formal educational qualifications and the 
competition involved. She made the most of her time at Sandhurst and 
enjoyed her first meeting with RSM Lord on the parade ground, who 
looked at the small size of her feet and christened her ‘Officer Cadet 
Mothercare’, probably a sackable offence in today’s more politically 
correct army. 

After Sandhurst she had ten years in the Army, reaching the rank of 
Captain at age of twenty-one, with a short spell as an acting Major. Her 
forte was logistics and supply, and she had operational tours in Belize, 
Kenya and Bosnia, where she was part of the NATO force trying to 
broker a peace between warring factions. She had seven months in 
Bosnia, operating in grim winter conditions and enduring episodes of 
real danger from trigger-happy Bosnian Serbs. In Belize she was 
attached to 45 Commando, Royal Marines, having to equal the fitness 
levels of the men. 

She left the Army in 1999 and a chance meeting with Viscount Thurso, 
CEO of the Champneys health group, led to a job opportunity as 
Operations Manager in their headquarters at Tring. From there she 
moved to other jobs in the ‘wellness’ industry with Virgin Active and 
LA Fitness, as Group Operations Manager, before setting up her own 
business consultancy, advising clients in the same area of health work 
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on board level strategy and leadership issues. She is clearly very 
successful and resourceful, and her services are much in demand. 

For anyone who doubts the value of an army training, Berni is a great 
example of what it can offer. There are so many things which are 
learned the hard way, including having to take tough decisions, winning 
respect rather than popularity, and the general camaraderie of service 
life with someone always there to support you. It has taken a long time 
for women in the service to achieve the respect due to them, and the 
male chauvinists are still there, as they are in many walks of life. 
Proving that you can do the job as well or better than a man is enough 
incentive for Berni, who regards the time she spent in the army as the 
best training for civilian life. 

She has lived on the Chart for three years, enjoying the outdoor life and 
making an important voluntary contribution at Limpsfield Chart Golf 
Club, advising on sales and marketing, as well as being a member of 
the golf academy. So far this year forty new members have been signed 
up, a remarkable increase in these days of declining golf participation. 
More significantly it is Berni’s whole of life story which demands 
attention, a story of determination to succeed in a male-dominated 
service world, and one of regret that a school should have been so 
remiss in failing to spot her potential. While there is admiration for the 
way in which Berni made the most of opportunities which were given 
to her and for what she has put back into the wider community, there 
are also serious questions for schools and teachers about other ‘bored’ 
pupils who might have the potential to aspire to educational heights but 
lack the will. Berni should have plenty to say in the future about this to 
any school which invites her to give a motivational talk. 

David Walsh 
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Open season: 15th May to 25th Sept 2019. 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:  
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 18 Aug

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

Information Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic views, 
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family 
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection 
of porcelain and a marvellous set of 
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After 
visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
why not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available.
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